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Watch the story of “Cinderella” unfold from poverty to princess at the Metropolitan Youth Ballet performance.

‘Cinderella’ comes to Zionsville’s
STAR Bank Performing Arts Genter

MELISSA GIBSON
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Asha Backhoff has been danc-
ing since she was a toddler. This
year, she’s preparing to graduate
from Shortridge High School and
will perform one last time with the
Metropolitan Youth Ballet of Indi-
ana (MYB) in the classic fairytale,
“Cinderella.”

“I started out doing dance
classes at Indy Parks and I really
loved it. I joined Kids Dance Out-
reach (KDO) through my school
and that led me to MYB,” Back-
hoff said. “I've been performing
for most of my life and I've met
my best friends through dance.
It’s awesome to watch us grow as
people and as dancers together.”

Speaking of growth, Backhoff
performed in “Cinderella” back in
2021 as a dress maker and back-
ground dancer.

This spring, she’ll play polar
opposites as the Evil Stepmother
on Friday evening and the Fairy
Godmother on Saturday evening.

“I love the stepmother. I like
how I get to play around on stage
and be sort of erratic and all over
the place,” she said. “It’s beautiful
movement but it helps character-
ize her and show who she is. The
Fairy Godmother has really pretty
dance moves and I love to show
that off. The role helps tell the
story and move it forward.”

May 14, 2025 12:54 pm (GMT -4:00)

Watch the pre-professional
dancers share the timeless story
of the handsome prince, a magi-
cal fairy godmother, a spiteful but
hilarious stepfamily and Cinder-
ella herself.

Youth from Be a Fairy program
will perform along with special
guest artists and MYB dancers.

They are currently traveling to
outreach performances at the local
libraries and schools. Backhoff
said she loves the opportunity to
share a scene or two from the per-
formance with local youth.

“It’s a great time to meet the
young children and parents,” she
said. “It’s a good way to connect.”

Audience members will have
that chance too.

As typical for MYB perfor-
mances, the lobby will have
activities for guests of all ages.
The Royal Delights Bake Sale will
return and the Ballet Boutique will
feature custom-decorated pointe
shoes, Fairy Godmother wands,
tiaras, ballerina ornaments and
more.

After the performance, guests
will have an opportunity to take a
photo with their favorite character
during the Cast Meet and Greet.

“I hope the audience is able
to say they laughed a lot. I hope
they’re able to see the beauty of
the dance and the show itself and

See CINDERELLA on 3
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Asha Backhoff prepares for her roles as Stepmother and Fairy
Godmother in the MYB adaptation of “Cinderella.”
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