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TODAY’S INDEXTHOUGHT
FOR TODAY

“Life shrinks 
or expands 
in proportion 
to one’s 
courage.”
ANAÏ S NIN

VISITATIONS AND SERVICES

James Thomas Ayers – Service: 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Myers Mortuary, 1502 N. 
Lebanon St., Lebanon. Visitation: Two hours 
prior to the service.
John Michael Quinn – Service with military 
rites: 11 a.m. Thursday at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, Washington Street, Lebanon.

WEATHER
Today: 
Occasional showers 
and thunderstorms 
with a high of 78 

See forecast 
on Page 12
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Pope Leo calls 
for peace

Braun signs 
budget into law
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MELISSA GIBSON
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Asha Backhoff has been danc-
ing since she was a toddler. This 
year, she’s preparing to graduate 
from Shortridge High School and 
will perform one last time with the 
Metropolitan Youth Ballet of Indi-
ana (MYB) in the classic fairytale, 
“Cinderella.”

“I started out doing dance 
classes at Indy Parks and I really 
loved it. I joined Kids Dance Out-
reach (KDO) through my school 
and that led me to MYB,” Back-
hoff said. “I’ve been performing 
for most of my life and I’ve met 
my best friends through dance. 
It’s awesome to watch us grow as 
people and as dancers together.”

Speaking of growth, Backhoff 
performed in “Cinderella” back in 
2021 as a dress maker and back-
ground dancer.

This spring, she’ll play polar 
opposites as the Evil Stepmother 
on Friday evening and the Fairy 
Godmother on Saturday evening.

“I love the stepmother. I like 
how I get to play around on stage 
and be sort of erratic and all over 
the place,” she said. “It’s beautiful 
movement but it helps character-
ize her and show who she is. The 
Fairy Godmother has really pretty 
dance moves and I love to show 
that off. The role helps tell the 
story and move it forward.”

Watch the pre-professional 
dancers share the timeless story 
of the handsome prince, a magi-
cal fairy godmother, a spiteful but 
hilarious stepfamily and Cinder-
ella herself.

Youth from Be a Fairy program 
will perform along with special 
guest artists and MYB dancers.

They are currently traveling to 
outreach performances at the local 
libraries and schools. Backhoff 
said she loves the opportunity to 
share a scene or two from the per-
formance with local youth.

“It’s a great time to meet the 
young children and parents,” she 
said. “It’s a good way to connect.”

Audience members will have 
that chance too.

As typical for MYB perfor-
mances, the lobby will have 
activities for guests of all ages. 
The Royal Delights Bake Sale will 
return and the Ballet Boutique will 
feature custom-decorated pointe 
shoes, Fairy Godmother wands, 
tiaras, ballerina ornaments and 
more.

After the performance, guests 
will have an opportunity to take a 
photo with their favorite character 
during the Cast Meet and Greet.

“I hope the audience is able 
to say they laughed a lot. I hope 
they’re able to see the beauty of 
the dance and the show itself and 

‘Cinderella’ comes to Zionsville’s 
STAR Bank Performing Arts Center

Morning Dove Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center is moving to Boone Ridge 
Estates beginning with the 2025 
summer session that kicks off on 
June 16.

This move marks a major mile-
stone in the continued growth and 
enhancement of its therapeutic rid-
ing programs, which have made a 
meaningful impact on the lives of 
hundreds of local people.

Morning Dove is a non-profit 
organization that provides a holistic 
approach to healing and empower-
ment by harnessing the unique bond 
between humans and horses. Its mis-
sion is to help improve the lives of 
children and adults with challenges 
in Central Indiana through equine-
assisted therapies and activities.

Riders range in age from 4 to 80+.
Therapeutic riding, also known as 

equine-assisted therapy, is a power-
ful intervention that transforms the 
lives of individuals facing physical, 
emotional, and cognitive challenges.

The effectiveness of therapeu-
tic riding as an adjunct therapeutic 
intervention is supported by a grow-
ing body of research and evidence. 
Studies have shown significant 
improvements in physical function, 
emotional well-being, and social 
skills among participants.

Therapeutic riding contributes to 
the cognitive, physical, emotional, 
and social well-being of individuals 
with a variety of special needs. At 
Morning Dove, each rider is paired 
with a support team based on their 
needs and level of independence.

Many individuals facing challenges 
do not have access to traditional 
forms of therapy due to financial 
constraints or limited resources. 
Morning Dove strives to bridge that 
gap by providing affordable or subsi-
dized services to all who need them.

Morning Dove is committed to 
creating a more inclusive society 
where everyone has the opportu-
nity to thrive, regardless of their 
circumstances. Not only do they 
facilitate the safety and well-being 
of their participants, they carefully 
manage that of their therapy horses 
as well, including limiting the weight 
that they carry to a maximum of 220 
pounds.

Located at 433 North 700 East, 
Whitestown, just 11 miles northwest 
of the current facility, Boone Ridge 
Stables offers a state-of-the-art envi-
ronment ideally suited to Morning 
Dove’s needs. Morning Dove will 

Two ZCHS seniors named 2025 Lilly Endowment scholarship recipients
Two Zionsville Community High 

School seniors have been named 
2025 Lilly Endowment Community 
Scholarship recipients for Boone 
County.

Caroline Sampson and Tobias 
Dollens were chosen from among 
60 applicants and eight finalists. 
Selection is based on community 
involvement, academic achievement, 
character and leadership, accord-
ing to a Community Foundation of 

Boone County, CFBC, announce-
ment.

“We are honored to support Caro-
line and Tobias …” CFBC CEO Julie 
Reagan said. “Their dedication and 
achievements reflect the incredible 
potential within our community, 
and we are excited to see all they will 
accomplish in the years ahead.”

Sampson has been a multi-sport 
athlete and team captain for bas-
ketball and lacrosse, a 10-year 4-H 
member, and a servant leader at 
ZCHS.

She combined her passions for 
athletics and service by working as 
a swim instructor and volunteering 
with basketball and soccer organiza-
tions for disabled youth.

A multi-year Girl Scout, she is 
working toward the highest award, 
the Gold Award, and serves on the 
Zionsville Mayor Youth Advisory 
Council.

Sampson is also active in ZCHS 
Student Council, Best Buddies, and 

Zionsville Girls Mentoring, where 
she is president.

She is the seventh of 10 children 
in her family. She plans to attend the 
University of Notre Dame to prepare 
for a career in healthcare.

Dollens is an accomplished swim-
mer, competing at the state and 
national level with Zionsville Swim 
Club and the ZCHS Swim Team. He’s 
also a lifeguard and swim coach with 

Morning Dove 
Therapeutic 

Riding moving 
to Boone 

Ridge Stables
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Watch the story of “Cinderella” unfold from poverty to princess at the Metropolitan Youth Ballet performance.

Asha Backhoff prepares for her roles as Stepmother and Fairy 
Godmother in the MYB adaptation of “Cinderella.”
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